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VEHICLE REGISTRATION: OVERVIEW  
 
VEHICLE SHIPPING AND REGISTRATION  
The 426 Air Base Squadron oversees and provides direct guidance on impor-
tation, customs clearance, registration, sale, exportation and all other vehicle 
transactions involving custom-free vehicles and Norwegian vehicles free from 
the Value Added Tax (VAT).  
 
SHIPPING PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES (POVs)  
Single or unaccompanied married members, US Forces Military, and civilian 
personnel, are allowed to import or purchase one (1) duty free vehicle, plus (1) 
moped, motorcycle, camper or boat.   
 
Accompanied members with spouse are allowed to import or purchase two (2) 
duty free vehicles.  Only one vehicle may be shipped per active duty service 
member or DOD employee at Government expense.  The importation allow-
ance has no bearing on the one POV per active duty member shipping entitle-
ments.  
 
Owners may operate registered vehicles that arrive directly from the United 
States and are equipped with valid stateside rear  plates for  30 days, but 
drivers must have auto liability insurance see  page 14 for details .  Third-
party insurance (additional coverage requirement) must be obtained before 
vehicle operation.   With a license plate, insurance, and a current stateside 
registration you will be authorized to operate your vehicle in Norway while 
awaiting an inspection.  Vehicles without insurance, expired or invalid registra-
tion, or expired plates may not be operated until local requirements are satis-
fied. 
 
US personnel  not desiring to ship a vehicle to Norway may acquire one from 
another US forces member stationed here, although availability is very limited 
and considerably more expensive than in the CONUS.  Personnel driving their 
POV to Norway in the execution of their PCS transfer from another European 
country must have a valid registration from the country of departure, see page 
14 for insurance requirements, and a valid drivers license from a state or terri-
tory of the United States.  
Note: When you arrive at the Norwegian border with your vehicle you must go 
through the  RED side of customs and declare it as a NATO import. 
 
Finally, please bear in mind that the information contained in this pamphlet is 
a general overview of procedures and requirements .  Ultimately, vehicle own-
ers are responsible for complying with all Norwegian regulations/instructions.  
Please pass any suggestions or comments you have upon arrival to the 426th  
ABS LG office. 
 
. 
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PRE-ARRIVAL RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

The following actions are highly recommended for completion prior to         
departing your current duty station: 

 

¶ Conduct oil changes, maintenance, tire changes, and required 
maintenance of POV.    

 

¶ Obtain insurance recognized by the government of Norway-see 
pages 14-16 for complete information. Request a statement from 
your insurance provider stating accident free or claim history 
which could significantly reduce  your Norwegian premium.   

 

¶ Ensure your US-issued drivers license will not expire while you 
are assigned to Stavanger (renewal is recommended).  Obtain an 
international drivers license as this might be required for driving 
outside of Norway. 

 

¶ Ship license plates with your POV; upon arrival you are permitted 
to drive your vehicle if you have license plates, valid registration, 
and insurance requirements (please refer to page 14 for clarifica-
tion). You may also want to check that both bumpers are able to 
accommodate plates as all US states do not require front/back 
plates.  Temporary plates in Norway are approximately $40 per 
day and are for restricted use while awaiting local registration.  If 
you will require temporary plates please contact the Public Roads 
office at the contact number listed on  page 17 .   

 

¶ Research the following information concerning  vehicle specifics  
(engine size CC/horsepower/weight) as this will be needed for 
initial registration.   

  

¶ Obtain and carry with you either the original title, OR a copy of the 
title/certificate of origin along with an original official letter from the 
lien holder stating that approval is granted for you to operate vehi-
cle in Norway.  The minimum information required on the docu-
ment is vehicle identification number/make/model/year.  You must 
present the original title or original lien holder letter w/copy of title.   
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IN-PROCESSING 
 
VEHICLE  ARRIVAL:  Your POV location/status can be accessed via  
www.whereismypov.com.  Your vehicleôs tentative arrival date will also be dis-
played on the traffic management office status board within the 426th admin 
building.   Prior to receiving your vehicle from the traffic management office it 
is recommended that you  obtain all required insurance dependent on your 
vehicle status, also referenced on pages 14-16.  Additionally, please prepare 
documentation such as the original title or certificate of origin with financial 
institution letter, referenced on page 6.  The following steps will assist you in 
registering your vehicle upon arrival. 
 

¶ Personnel will be notified by the traffic management office when 
POVs arrive at the installation.  At this time an appointment will be 
set-up by the traffic management office to inspect the vehicle and 
verify any damages  incurred during shipping. Please remove the 
DD Form 2220 (sticker) at this time.  

 

¶ At time of hand over from TMO, you  will be advised of any obvi-
ous faults that might need attention prior to you vehicle inspection 
i.e.. tires, VIN identification, safety equipment, and lights are all in 
accordance with Norwegian specifications reference on pages 6 
and 7.  

 

¶ Upon completion of the Traffic Management handover / inspection 
contact  the Norwegian Inspection Station to set-up an appoint-
ment at the Stavanger office (see Note 1).   Contact information 
for the inspection appointment is provided on page 17.  If you ar-
rive in the months of June thru August an appointment may not be 
available for 30-40 days (see Note 2).   

 
  Note 1 :  Please specify you would like an appointment at the   

Stavanger                  
Traffic Station and  state it is for a NATO registered vehicle when 
speaking with the customer service representative.  

        
        Note 2: The Traffic Station offers a drop-in service at 0800 if you  

arrive an appointment is not available in the near future.  This is 
not the preferred method of inspection due extended wait time.  
Please contact the Stavanger Inspection Station to ensure avail-
ability on the day.   

 
 Note 3 : Please ensure you have the original title or certificate of 

origin with financial institution approval letter referenced on pages 
6 and 19.   
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VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES/DOCUMENTS 

Initial Registration Fees are outlined in the below table (the figures are an estimate 
and could vary slightly).  The Public Roads Administration office hours of operation are 
Monday 0900-1515, Tuesday 0815-1800, and Wednesday-Friday 0815-1515.  Please 
notify the Security Forces office if you experience a conflicting fee.   
NOTE: Cash is the recommended payment since not all US-based debit/credit cards , 
such as VISA, are accepted. 

PASSENGER VEHICLES  

INSURANCE*                                                   1200-10000 NOK   

INSPECTION** PASSENGER VEHICLES             430-775 NOK                    
MOTORCYCLES                                 430  NOK 
RE-INSPECTION                          275-385  NOK 
                                                                            

PLATES PASSENGER VEHICLES                   300  NOK                    
MOTORCYCLES                                 120  NOK 
                                                        

RENEWAL (STICKER)                                                                 NO FEE 

EU INSPECTION***                                                        430-775  NOK 

VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS 
(Lights/lenses/miscellaneous) 

                                                     $300-1500 USD 

*      Annual premium varies due to individual driving history  
**    Minimum fee for initial inspection (excluding modifications if needed) 
***  EU inspection is a bi-annual safety inspection conducted on vehicles 

INSPECTION APPOINTMENT (DOCUMENTS REQUIRED):  
 

¶ Original Title or copy of vehicle title/Certificate of Origin/ with original letter from 

financing agency  

¶ Customs Form III JWC NATO 

¶ Norwegian Customs Form (pink form/NA0221) 

 

As you can see from the prices above the initial inspection and registration of POVs is 
rather expensive, although if you complete the recommended items from Pre-Arrival 
and plan ahead, the out-of-pocket expense should be kept to a minimum. 
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INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

The requirements outlined below provide general inspection requirements and are not 
all inclusive.   

Parking Lights Located in front of vehicle not glaring and white/clear/ 
orange to include lenses which must be mounted at the 
same height not to exceed 40 cm from the edge of vehicle. 

Turn Signals Front: flashing amber/orange or white lights  
Rear:  flashing amber/orange with a frequency of 60-120 
flashes per minute.  Must be mounted so they are visible at 
a point on the vehicleôs longitudinal axis, 10 meters out and 
not mounted higher than 1.5 meters above the ground. 

Primary Headlights European Union approved marked with the ñE.ò  Sealed 
beam lights are accepted if they are ñEò marked.  DOT/SAE 
lights are approved if bulbs can be changed.  Additionally, 
all vehicle operators are required to drive with headlights 
on 24-hours-a-day.   

Chassis Identity (VIN) VIN must be permanently engraved in the engine compart-
ment (body frame).  If needed, an engraver is available for 
temporary use at the TMO office.   

Seat Belts Three-point seatbelts approved by the state of origin. 

Tint Tint is not permitted on windshield or driver/front  
passenger windows (after-market tint most likely will be 
unacceptable) and removal will be required.   

Tires The tread depth of the vehicle tires must be at least 3 mm 
for winter tires and 1.6 mm for summer tires.  Inspectors  
will use a tread-depth gauge at any two adjacent major 
grooves at three areas spaced approximately equally 
around the outside of the tire. If at any point the tire tread is 
less than required the tire is considered excessively worn. 
Spares are also subject to inspection.  The penalty for op-
erating a vehicle without proper tread depth are 750 NOK 
per tire.  

Mirrors Two external mirrors, one on each side with internal  
rear view mirror. 

Safety Triangle ñEUò-approved reflective safety triangle. 

Traffic Vest                         CE EN471or EN1150 vest must be in vehicle and  
                                             accessible for the driver ñglove boxò or vicinity. 
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REGISTRATION PLATES  
 
After a successful vehicle inspection you will be provided with an inspection 
document to take to the Public Roads office.  This office is located adjacent to 
the Trafikkstasjon and you must take the required fees and other required 
documents (see page 6). 
 

· European plates do not fit on all US vehicles.  Modifications may 
need to be made to the bumper to accommodate European 
plates.  Different sizes are available for purchase.  See page 10 
for directions to a local manufacture of non-standard plates.  

 
· The Public Roads office will verify that members have obtained  
       Norwegian third-party insurance in the DMV database. 
 
· Also provided with your plates will be two stickers which are af-

fixed to the center of each plate (see pages 9 and 11). 
 
· At this time you will be provided with a temporary vehicle registra-

tion. 
       You will receive the permanent in approximately 21 days.   Upon 

receiving this document PART I is to be kept inside the vehicle, 
PART II (Norge Vognkort del 2) is the new title and is kept as a 
personal record.  If you do not receive this document contact the 
Norwegian registration office.   

           
                                      
                      
 
       

 

INSTALLATION REGISTRATION  
 
Upon receiving your permanent  Norwegian plates  you will be permitted to 
receive the permanent Jåtå installation vehicle pass (contact 5134-3257).   
Upon receiving the pass display while on the installation and remove from 
view upon departing the installation.    
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FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 

The guidance below will provide item and frequency of required follow-up actions that members 
must complete. 

REGISTRATION/TITLE RECOVERY/EU INSPECTION 

Annual Sticker Members should receive annual registration stickers at their 
NATO mailing or home address.  In the event you do not receive 
the stickers annually by 01 August visit the Public Roads Office 
and provide them with your vehicle registration. 
Penalties are very strict (minimum of 1250 NOK fine) for missing 
or expired stickers.  
                                     
                                             

Title Recovery To request your title be returned please use the title return re-
quest letter format located in the back of this handbook.  In ac-
cordance with EU regulations Norway must retain the document 
for at least six months, and they will destroy the document after 
12 months.  Please ensure the letter is submitted prior to this 
date to ensure you receive the original title. You will receive at 
the time of inspection a copy of your title with the address at-
tached for  recovery of your original after 6 months. 

 
 

EU Inspection* Notification will be provided by the Norwegian Traffikkstasjon that 
your vehicle requires the EU safety inspection which is 
conducted at approved stations (look for the ñGodkjent Avò sign) 
throughout the Stavanger area or at the Public Roads vehicle 
inspection station.  This inspection is conducted four years after 
the vehicle manufacture date and two years thereafter and 
focuses primarily on vehicle safety features such as brakes, 
steering, lights,electrics and axles.  
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HEADLIGHTS:   
 

¶ Clear lenses 

¶ Clear bulbs 

¶ 24/7 Operation 
 
 
TURN SIGNALS:  
 

¶ Clear or orange lenses 

¶ Clear, amber, or orange bulbs 
 

 
PARKING/RUNNING LIGHTS:  

¶ Clear or orange lenses 

¶ Clear or orange bulbs 
 
 
 
VIN: 
 

¶ Stamped or engraved on chassis 

¶ Permanent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIRES: 
 
    3 MM tread depth in winter labeled ñM+S, ñMS, M&S or Mud and Snow 
    1.6 MM in summer  
 
    *Winter defined as 1 Novð7 days after Easter Monday 
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PARKING SIGNS 

Free Parking You may park where this sign is placed. 

No Parking.  You may stop briefly, but you may not leave your vehicle. 

The parking ñsoneò (translate: zone) is an area with special parking restric-
tions.  The main purpose of these zones is to allow people who live there 
to park outside their homes.  They buy special permits from the city.  All 
other drivers must park in specially marked parking spaces (e.g. parking 
spaces with ticket machines, or meters, or with restricted hours). 

These parking zone signs have additional information.  The sign on the left 
means you may not park in the zone (unless you have special permit) on 
weekdays between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. and on Saturdays between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m.  But you may park in this zone on Sunday and times outside of 
these restricted hours. 

This sign states it is legal to park between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on weekdays 
if your park for less than one hour. 

This sign allows paid parking only (mot avgift) on weekdays between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. and on Saturdays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

You will see one of these two signs when leaving a parking zone. 

LICENSE PLATE  
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 MAP 1 (Statens Vegvesen: Signs read Trafikstasjon) 

MAP 2 (Forus Industrias AS) 

MAPS 
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